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General Wesley Merritt was a thorough gentleman, 
noted for his modesty, his dignified, honorable deport- 
ment, and fine social qualities. His record in war was 
brilliant, in peace it was illustrious for manly integrity 
and the highest citizenship. He was buried at West Point 
by lamplight on the night of December 6th, with the mili- 
tary honors of his rank. 



DEATH OF GENERAL JOHN COOK 



John Cook was born in Belleville, Ills., June 12, 1825; 
died at Ransom, Mich., October 13, 1910. He was buried 
in Oak Ridge cemetery, Springfield, Illinois. 

He was the son of Daniel P. Cook, an early Illinois 
member of Congress, and for whom Cook County was 
named. His mother was Mrs. Julia Edwards Cook, the 
daughter of Ninian Edwards, Territorial Governor of 
Illinois. 

General Cook was married October 20, 1847, to Miss 
Susan Lamb, daughter of James L. Lamb of this city. By 
this union seven children were born, of whom three sur- 
vive—James L. Cook and John C. Cook of Springfield 
and William J. Cook of Chicago. 

General Cook was later married to Miss Mary E. 
Baker of Ransom, Mich., in September 1889. His wife 
and four children survive him. 

General Cook was in the dry goods business for sev- 
eral years, and later went into the real estate business. 
He was mayor of Springfield in 1855, and was sheriff of 
Sangamon County in 1856. 

General Cook was one of the first to respond to the 
call for volunteers, and his regiment, the Seventh Illinois 
Infantry, was the first to leave the State during the 
Civil War. 
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He was quarter master general of Illinois prior to the 
Civil War and later commanded the First Regiment. He 
was made the commander for the Third Brigade for Gen- 
eral Charles F. Smiths Division, which had charge of 
Fort Donelson. 

He received the message bearing the surrender of Fort 
Donelson through General Smith to General Grant. He 
was then promoted to brevet major-general. As a token 
of appreciation of the service and good conduct shown 
at Fort Donelson, Governor Yates, on behalf of the 
people, presented him with a beautiful sword. 

General Cook was a member of the Legislature in 1868. 
He was sent as the agent for the Sioux Indians to the 
Rose Bud agency in 1879. 

A fuller notice of the life of General Cook, and some 
account of his family, will be presented at the annual 
meeting of the Illinois State Historical Society in May, 
1911. 



LEGH KIMBALL BRAINERD. 



Legh Kimball Brainerd was born in Springfield, 111., 
March 28. 1867, and died at Mercy Hospital, Chicago, 
December 3, 1910. He was the son of Gideon R. Brain- 
erd and Elizabeth Lamb Brainerd. Mr. Brainerd be- 
longed by the ties of blood and family connection with 
many of the prominent families of Central Illinois. His 
mother was born in Springfield, the youngest daughter 
of James L. Lamb, a pioneer merchant of Kaskaskia, and 
later of Springfield. 

James L. Lamb came to Springfield in 1831 from Kas- 
kaskia, and was for forty years connected with all the 
movements for the growth and betterment of the city. 
The Lamb family were connected with the Roberts, 



